
LIGHTNING TALK GUIDELINES 

During each lightning talk session about 10 speakers will present the most important and interesting details 

of their research; each speaker will have only 5 minutes for a talk. The lightning talk session is a completely 

new format for the Symposium, which will be held this year for the first time. This format allows scientists to 

learn how to keep on schedule accurately and highlight only the key details of their work. In addition, lightning 

talks provide a great opportunity to get the experience of oral presentations for those who will give a talk for 

the first time. 

How does the lightning session go? 

Lightning talk session will last for one hour and held from Monday to Thursday, in total four lightning talk 

sessions will take place during the Symposium. About 10 speakers will give a talk at each session. The 

moderator will be present in the room, and prior to the Session will call each presenter’s name in order to 

check their presence and readiness. Each slide show will be uploaded on the moderator's computer 

beforehand. The moderator will run the slide-show and track the time. The speaker will to the scene, give a 

talk, return to his/her place and wait till the end of the session.  Immediately, the next speaker will give a talk. 

As all speakers finish, the audience and experts will be able to ask questions. Discussion session will last for 

20 minutes. 

How to prepare slides? 

While making slides, please remember that you have only 5 minutes to present. You will not be provided with 

an extra time. Exceeding your time results in the time reducing for the next speaker’s talk.  Therefore, the 

recommended number of slides is 5. During the talk you will have time to introduce yourself and your 

institution, highlight  the aim the work, used methods, main results and short conclusions. Please, prepare 

your talk in advance, and be sure you do not exceed 5 minutes. 

It is advisable that slides contain more graphic images  and less text. Please, do not read your slides when 

giving a talk. You may use them to structurize your presentation. 

What should be done before the Session? 

Please, submit your presentation to the organizers by March 26th inclusive. All the presentations will be 

examined by reviewers with the translation provided if needed. All slides will be prepared in 2 languages 

(Ukrainian and English), due to international experts and participants from other countries presence. Please, 

come to the lightning talk session room 15 minutes prior the beginning, as the moderator will check on the 

participants and provide brief instructions.  

What should be done during the Session? 

Please, take the seat in the first 2 rows so that you can quickly reach the performance spot. After completing 

your presentation, please, do not leave the room, as in the end of the Session audience will be asking 

questions.  

If you have any questions, please contact SWMP-Ukraine@Metabiota.com . 
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