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AGENDA

09:30 – 10:00 Review of Abstract Development

10:30 – 11:30 Poster Information

11:30 – 11:45 Coffee Break

11:45 – 13:00 Tables, Figures, and Poster Design

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch Break

14:00 – 17:30 Poster Development and Poster Presentation

17:30 – 18:00 Closing Remparks



ABSTRACT DEVELOPMENT

Are there any questions from yesterday’s discussion?

https://connection.domain7.com/how-to-become-a-design-thinking-advocate-part-2-578a746699ac



ABSTRACT REVIEW – HOW MUCH DO YOU 
RECALL?

Methods Introduction Title Discussion

Authors Results Conclusions



ABSTRACT CROSS SECTION
Title Authors Introduction Methods 

(optional) Results Conclusions Discussion 
(optional)

Title
Authors

Introduction
Introduction
Introduction

Methods
Methods/Results

Results
Results

Conclusions
Conclusions/Discussion

Discussion

Provides background, 
rationale, and research 
objectives

Describes experiments 
performed and how it was 
performed

Describes how research 
impacts scientific knowledge



POSTER DEVELOPMENT
You got accepted to the 

conference! 

Now what? 

Just like the abstract, each 
conference has different rules for 

posters!

Look for size limits and any special 
instructions.



POSTER DEVELOPMENT

Just like the results section is the focus of the abstract, it is also in the center of the 
poster!

Your abstract should be the framework of your poster, so use it as a way to put all 
the pieces in the right place.

Your abstract is a short summary of the information you will be providing in the 
poster. 

Posters have more room to show your data, so you can provide more detail.



POSTER PRESENTATION LAYOUT
Posters are typically either wide or tall, 
depending on the conference

Taller posters may be easier to read in a 
single view, since wider posters may require 
the reader to move from left to right.

Wider posters allow more readers to review 
the poster at the same time.

The same data can be presented in either 
format!



EXAMPLE OF A TALL 
POSTER



EXAMPLE OF A WIDE POSTER

https://www.buffalo.edu/brand/resources-tools/ub-templates-and-tools/research-poster.html



GENERAL LAYOUT OF A TALL POSTER
Title Title Title Title Title

Author 1, Author 2, Author 3*
Affiliation and Contact Info

Introduction

Methods

Results 1

Results 2

Conclusions/ 
Discussion

References



GENERAL LAYOUT OF A TALL POSTER

Title Title Title Title Title
Author 1, Author 2, Author 3*

Affiliation and Contact Info

Introduction

Methods Results 1

Results 2

Conclusions/ 
Discussion

ReferencesObjectives



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Some posters have additional sections, as needed.
These can include an objective/aims section, a references section, an acknowledgements section, etc.

Authors may modify the layout to suit the research, but they all include an 
introduction section, a results section, and a conclusions section.

Some authors include the abstract.

Look at the following posters.  How have the authors included elements of the 
abstract? How have they specialized it?



















ABSTRACT TO POSTER TEXT:
EXPANSION AND ADDITIONAL DETAIL

Introduction
• Expand this section to include more background data than the abstract, especially from other sources.
• The goal is to briefly inform readers of all relevant information, so that the reader understands the rationale and impact 

of your research.

Methods
• Often included in a poster to explain briefly the methods used in the experiments shown in the Results section.

Results
• Tables, Figures, and graphs are added to SHOW the readers what you described in the abstract.
• Authors often use short paragraphs between the table/figure/graph to indicate the result and rationale for the next 

piece of data.

Conclusions/Discussion
• Can include the conclusion and discussion section from the abstract, often with more details.
• Often include immediate next steps needed to address discussion recommendations.



QUESTIONS?



POSTER DESIGN

The text font is important – you should be able to easily read the text from a few 
steps away!
Minimum recommended text sizes: 85 pt font for the title, 36 pt for section titles (Introduction, Methods, 

etc.), 24 pt for body text, and 18 pt for graph, table, and figure captions.
Choose a font that is easy to read. Arial is one example of an easy font to read.
Maintain consistency! Make all section titles 36 pt.

Consider your color choices.
You should choose colors that are easy to read on the background.
If possible choose a dark color, a light color, and an accent color that matches your theme.
Picture backgrounds make the poster unique but may make it difficult to read.
Remember that printers may make some colors darker than they are on your computer screen.



EXAMPLES

Heading
This color combination makes me happy!

Heading
This color combination makes me sad!

Heading
This color combination makes me happy!

Heading
This color combination makes me sad!

Heading
This font is easy to read!

Heading
This font is hard to read!



DATA!

Presenters include tables, figures, and graphs to 
SHOW readers the experimental results.

These elements need titles, labels, and a short description of what the author 
considers this element to show.

The results section will be the most exciting to discuss, so double check that 
these elements are very clear and easy for readers to understand quickly.

Readers should be able to understand the experiment and the result based 
on the labels.



TABLES

Tables are an excellent choice 
for parallel analysis of different 
variables among multiple items.

Clearly identify each 
column and row, including 
the units of measurement.

To indicate a important row, column, or value, 
consider bolding the text or highlighting the cell.
• Use this sparingly, otherwise you lose the emphasis!





FIGURES

These can be images of samples, specimen, 
collection sites, etc.

Provide a descriptive figure title, figure number, 
and a descriptive caption.

Label the image clearly, including any 
noteworthy aspects. Arrows, stars, or boxes can 
highlight these areas.



GRAPHS

Line Graph

• Excellent for 
showing trends 
over time

• Can show multiple 
items over the 
same time period

Bar Graph

• Shows measurable 
quantities

• Can show discrete 
measurements

Pie Chart or 
Stacked Bar Graph)

• Shows parts of a 
whole

• Excellent visual 
impact for 
substantial 
changes in 
composition



GRAPH ELEMENTS

Titles
• Include the experimental conclusion in the title to 

show readers what you interpret the data to 
mean.

Axes • Label axes! 
• Include units!

Graph Legend • Identify all samples in graphs with multiple 
samples.

Figure Legend • Clearly state the Graph number and indicate the 
data measured on the graph.



GRAPH EXAMPLE
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ANTIBIOTIC TREATMENT REGIMEN INITIATED IN 2012 
REDUCED INFECTION RATES AMONG DRAGONS

Figure 1: Over 1000 dragons were swabbed each year with fire-retardant swabs and tested for common viral 
and bacterial infections. In 2012 (denoted with the star), an antibiotic treatment was orally administered to over 
1000 dragons, resulting in the reduced infection rate among the dragons tested.



QUESTIONS ON GRAPH LABELING?

Does anyone have a graph they would like to volunteer to discuss with the 
group for suggestions on titling?



Example from Waligora et.al, Journal Of Bacteriology, Oct. 2010



MAPS

Adds a unique perspective for trans-border diseases.

Remember to label countries, cities, and oblasts in English for international 
audiences.

If you generated the data on the map, it should go in the Results section.  

If the map is to identify previously published information or identify the area 
studied, it should go in the Introduction section.





DATA SUMMARY

Labels and conclusive titles help readers understand how you are interpreting the 
data.

Identify what type of graph fits the data to improve reader interpretation of the 
data.

Emphasis on specific areas of interest can be accomplished by bolding text or 
highlighting the area, or notation with a star or arrow.



RECAP OF POSTER DEVELOPMENT

Use appropriate font colors and size to develop the poster to encourage readers.

Use your abstract to provide the backbone for the sections in your poster.

Clearly define the sections of the poster to guide readers in reviewing your 
research.

Label all graphs, tables, figures, and maps to increase clarity.

Let’s review some of the sample posters to identify elements that work well, and 
some that could be improved. (Slide 14)



QUESTIONS?


